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(E32) The Philippines, my motherland, faces a complex web of environmental challenges that deeply concern me. Deforesta-
tion has drastically reduced our once lush forests, impacting biodiversity and making us more vulnerable to landslides, a
frequent occurrence | remember from news back home. Plastic pollution is alarmingly visible; | can almost picture the
coastlines choked with single-use plastics, harming marine life in our rich coral reefs.Water pollution, especially in urban areas
like Manila, threatens the health of communities. Air pollution is another invisible enemy, affecting respiratory health. Climate
change exacerbates these issues, with rising sea levels posing a direct threat to our numerous coastal communities. Knowing
how much Filipinos rely on the natural environment for their livelihoods, these issues feel particularly urgent. It's a shared
responsibility to protect the beauty and resources of the Philippines for future generations.
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(FE32) Jamaica faces several serious environmental challenges that threaten its ecosystems,
economy, and public health. One major issue is deforestation, caused by illegal logging, agriculture,
and urban expansion. This leads to soil erosion, reduced water quality, and loss of biodiversity.
Another critical problem is coastal and marine pollution. Waste from homes, businesses, and tourism
often flows into rivers and the sea, damaging coral reefs and harming marine life.Climate change is
also having a growing impact. Jamaica is experiencing more frequent hurricanes, rising sea levels, and
longer droughts. These affect agriculture, water supplies, and coastal communities. Improper waste
disposal is another major concern, with plastic waste and garbage building up in gullies, streets, and
waterways due to limited recycling and weak enforcement.Air pollution from cars and industries,
especially in urban areas like Kingston, also poses health risks. While the government and environmen-
tal groups have launched efforts such as reforestation, marine protection zones, and environmental
education, more needs to be done.To protect its natural beauty and support sustainable development,
Jamaica must strengthen its environmental policies, invest in cleaner infrastructure, and involve
citizens in conservation. The island’s future depends on responsible environmental stewardship.
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(232) Zimbabwe is a beautiful country, but it is facing many environmental problems. One big issue is
deforestation — people are cutting down too many trees for firewood and farming. This causes soil
erosion and makes the land dry and hard to use.Water is also becoming a serious problem. Rivers and
lakes are drying up or getting dirty because of pollution and mining. Many people don’t have clean
water to drink or use on their farms. Also mining without proper rules damages the land and pollutes
water. Over-farming and overgrazing also make the soil weak and dry — this is called desertification.
Climate change is making the weather more difficult. There are more droughts now, which hurts crops
and food supply. Wild animals like elephants and rhinos are in danger because of poaching and losing
their homes. Zimbabwe needs to protect its environment by planting more trees, saving water, using
clean energy, and caring for animals. Everyone — from students to parents — can help by learning
more and taking small actions every day.
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